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ByMichael P. Rellahan
mrellahan@21st-centurymedia.com
@ChescoCourtNews on Twitter

WEST CHESTER >> Longtime
Chester County Sheriff Carolyn
“Bunny” Welsh will leave the of-
fice she has held for more than a
decade, her accustomed presence
no longer a stable part of the fab-
ric of the county courthouse com-
munity.
Yet she is scheduled to appear

at least one more time at the Jus-
tice Center, this time to contest a
demand from the county Control-
ler’s Office that she pay the county
more than $67,000 in what it con-
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WEST CHESTER >> Several local
movers and shakers have weighed
in on what they thought 2010
might bring.
“I want to do what I can to

make a great county even bet-
ter,” Josh Maxwell, county com-
missioner-elect said. “Let’s get the
ball rolling on expanding public
transportation and trails while
also finding a way to decrease
Chester County’s debt.”
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State Sen. Tom Killion, R-9of Middletown, announces the introduction of a bill that would tighten DUI laws in the state.

MediaNews Group

The choices youmake regard-
ing drinking or using drugs and
getting behind the wheel can
impact not only your New Year’s
holiday, but your entire life and
that of other drivers, state Sen.
Andy Dinniman reminds resi-
dents and motorists.
“With the New Year’s holiday,

I know there will be a lot of par-
ties, get-togethers and opportu-
nities for drinking. But please
remember that when you de-
cide to drive while impaired
on drugs or alcohol, your en-
tire life — your entire world —
can change in an instant,” Din-
niman said. “Don’t do it. And
don’t let others do it. Have a des-
ignated driver, call a taxi, Uber
or Lyft, walk, or just stay home.
There’s no excuse to drive intox-
icated — not now, not ever.”
Dinniman’s remarks came

leading up to the New Year’s hol-
iday, a period when state and lo-

cal police step up enforcement
and hundreds of Pennsylvanians
are arrested for DUI each year.
Last year, Pennsylvania State

Police arrested 406 people for
driving under the influence dur-
ing the four-day New Year’s hol-
iday enforcement period from
Dec. 29, 2018 through Jan. 1,
2019. The total is an increase
from the 284 DUI arrests made
over the 2018 holiday weekend,
which spanned three days.
In addition, troopers inves-

tigated 642 crashes, of which
64 involved alcohol, 155 people
were injured, and four people
were killed in four fatal crashes.
One of the fatal collisions in-

volved alcohol.
In addition to DUI enforce-

ment, troopers issued 6,370
speeding citations, 476 seat belt
citations, and 115 child safety
seat citations.
“Sadly, what should be a

happy and joyous time can turn
to one of unspeakable tragedy
when it comes to drinking and
driving. The combination of
more people traveling on our
roads and more social events
and drinking can be fatal, but
it need not be. Drunk and/or
drugged driving crashes, inju-
ries and deaths are entirely pre-
ventable,” he said. “And while
we’vemade some great progress

in cracking down on repeat of-
fenders in recent years, there’s
still more work to do.”
Those efforts, which Din-

niman has consistently and
strongly supported to keep
our roads safe from drunk or
drugged drivers, include:
• Act 33 of 2016, expanding

the use of interlock ignition de-
vices for DUI offenders and re-
quiring interlock ignition de-
vices for first-time DUI offend-
ers with high blood alcohol
content.
• Act 153 of 2018, targeting re-

peat DUI offenders with tougher
penalties and longer sentences,
including aggravated DUI and
aggravated assault by vehicle
while DUI.
Earlier this year, Senate Bill

773 (Deana’s Law), unanimously
passed the Senate Transporta-
tion Committee and is set to go
to the Senate floor for a vote. The
bill, introduced by state Senator
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NEW YEAR WILL BRING
TOUGHER DUI LAWS IN PA.

Analyst: Pot business grew 280% in Pennsylvania in 2019

By Lisa Scheid
MediaNews Group

In 2019, themedical marijuana
industry in Pennsylvania grew by
280% despite a supply crunch, ac-
cording to an industry analyst.
That’s not bad for a fledgling

industry whose product is illegal
under federal law, a fact that ham-
pers access to banking services
and insurance. Approved by the

legislature in 2016, the first per-
mits were issued in 2017 and sales
began in 2018.
“That’s really solid growth,”

said Maggie Cowie, data analyst
for Marijuana Business Daily.
“It’s runningmore smoothly than
other states. Having a responsible
government that wants to make
things work well is good (for the
industry.)”
The fledgling industry grew

rapidly while tackling supply and
security issues.
In Berks County, one of the

state’s first permitted grower/pro-
cessors has yet to ship any mar-
ijuana, according to Nate War-
dle, a state Department of Health
spokesman. The Franklin Labs
facility is located at 1800 Cen-
tre Ave. in Reading and is oper-
ational, according to Wardle. A
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Marijuana industry poised for growth
Cheri McFarland,
dispensary
manager, from left,
Sarah Hassinger,
pharmacist regional
manger and
Heather Wendel,
assistant manager,
pose for the
camera at the new
medical marijuana
dispensary in West
Goshen.
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“Sadly, what should be a happy
and joyous time can turn to one of
unspeakable tragedywhen it comes to
drinking and driving.”
— State Sen. Andy Dinniman
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Did you know you can read the
e-paper on a smartphone or
tablet? Download PressRead-
er in iTunes or Google Play.

GOMOBILE

Reading your e-paper
just got a lot easier

There will be plenty of chal-
lenges in the coming year, and
we call on everyone to adopt a
constructive attitude. PAGE A5
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Do your part to make
2020 a happy year

A new anti-robocalls law is ex-
pected to help us dodge many
of the billions of robocalls
made each month. PAGE B1
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Trump signs law to
stem tide of robocalls

What food trends will we see
in 2020? Area chefs make
some predictions about what
diners can expect. PAGE D1

FOOD

A look at some coming
food trends for 2020
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Dr. Jim Scanlon has been
superintendent of the West
Chester Area School Dis-
trict since 2009.
“I hope the economy

stays positive,” Scanlon
said. “We’re finishing up
the start time task force in
March.
“We have a lot of students

doing a lot of community
service andwewant to keep
that up and keep focused on
community service.”
He also said that district

sparked “intergenerational
conversations” between stu-
dents and seniors is a plus.
Michelle Kichline was re-

cently reelected to serve as
county commissioner.
“I am excited to continue

to represent the citizens of
Chester county,” she said.

“I will continue to focus on
the addiction crisis in Ches-
ter county and expand its
focus to mental health is-
sues.
“In addition, our work

is not complete addressing
the challenges that have
been imposed on our citi-
zens by the pipeline indus-
try. Finally, I will work to
plan strategically to ensure
that Chester County is not
left behind as the region
looks to different sources
of funding for transpor-
tation and infrastructure
projects.”
Malcolm Johnston is

president of the Business
Improvement District and
said the biggest ongoing re-
development project in the
borough is 44 West, the of-
fice and restaurant complex
at the site of the formerMo-
steller Building, scheduled
to open this spring.
Johnstone also pointed

to an expected ground-
breaking for a new hotel
and Gay andWalnut streets
and the possible opening of
the West Chester Co-op.
Marian Moskowitz will

start as newly elected
county commissioner in
January.
“2020 will be a big year

for Chester County as we
turn over a new leaf with
new leadership,” she said.
“My goals are to create an
environmental sustainabil-
ity plan for county govern-
ment, bring municipalities
together to work on com-
mon issues, find solutions to
the shortage of volunteers
for first-responders posi-
tions and begin to look at
new transportation options.
“I am so excited to meet

our employees and get their
input on what we can do to
improve county govern-
ment.”
Former Mayor Tom

Chambers talked politics.
“Whatever the choice is

I hope we keep our coun-
try strong,” Chambers said.
“The U.S. always has a tar-
get on its back.
“I don’t like to see the ob-

session either way. Take the
obsession out and make it
more objective.”
MandyRhodes has spear-

headed the drive to save
Crebilly Farm in Westtown
from becoming a housing
development.
“I hope the pubic re-

mains engaged because
people need to show up to
these conditional use hear-
ings,” she said. “Otherwise
the township has little rea-
son to say, ‘No.’
“The public has to keep

up the pressure.”
State Sen. Andy Dinni-

man anticipates a good year.
“I am very hopeful for

the new year, the new de-
cade, and all the opportu-
nity in store for Chester
County. In 2020, we will
continue to work to bal-
ance growth and develop-
ment with the importance
of open space preservation,
environmental protection,
and transportation needs,”
Dinniman said. “The Mar-
iner East pipeline project
will remain a major issue
in terms of health, safety,
and ecological concerns, as
well as themultiple pipeline
projects that are slated to
come this way.
“And at the state level,

property tax and the need
for real reform in Harris-
burg will take center stage
in a pivotal election year.”
Ann Colby-Cummings is

chair of GunSenseUS and
hopes to see changes con-
cerning the use of firearms.
“In terms of 2020, while

some consensus legislation
(supported by both firearm
owners and non-owners)
has been introduced at both
the state and federal level
e.g. enhanced background

checks and Extreme Risk
Protection Orders, there
continue to be roadblocks
in both the US Senate and
the PA House and Senate,”
she said.
“Therefore, the election

is central to improving the
picture for enacting change
where there is existing com-
mon ground.
“In PA, we are advocating

for Your Best B.E.T. for Gun
Safety: Background check
for every firearm purchase
to keep prohibited purchas-
ers from buying guns.
“ExtremeRisk Protection

Order, to provide a tool for
law enforcement and fam-
ilies to request a court or-
der the temporary removal
of firearmswhere the owner
has shown evidence of po-
tentially harming them-
selves or others.
“Training, safety train-

ing before the first firearm
purchase, building on the
idea of the long-existing PA
hunter safety training re-
quired to get a hunting li-
cense.
“Each of these ideas en-

joys a majority support
from firearm owners and
non-owners, (www.gun-
senseus.org has the polling
info on our front page).”
State Rep. Christina

Sappey issued a release con-
cerning the new year:’I be-
lieve that we will continue
to see Democratic gains,
particularly in the south-
east. We picked up several
seats here in 2018, which
will be fiercely protected,
and there’s a good chance
we will flip remaining seats
too. In recent months we’ve
seen Republicans here join
us on some issues, but the
fact is that their leaders
have taken our common-
wealth in the wrong direc-
tion over the last decade.
For years they have repeat-
edly blocked efforts to pro-
tect our environment, pre-
vent gun violence, end ger-

rymandering, adequately
invest in our infrastructure
and grow our economy for
all Pennsylvanians. Our cit-
izens are paying attention
to state government now in
a way they never have and
they’re not happy about
that.”
State Rep. Carolyn Co-

mitta supports: Doing the
Census right, buying new
voting equipment, educa-
tion, minimum wage, more
work on justice reform,
health care choice, and pro-
tecting ACA benefits.
She also supports: Trans-

portation funding, NGL
pipeline safety, Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative,
is actively opposed to leg-
islators representing Mar-
cellus shale and fighting for
climate safety, gun violence
protection and ending ger-
rymandering.
Don Braceland is a bor-

ough councilman. He re-
leased the following state-
ment: “The selection of a
new police chief, hopefully
the beginning of the Zukin
hotel project, the opening
of Eli’s 44 West, Plaza Plan
project which I’ve been an
ardent supporter of, build-
ing some affordable hous-
ing on the Melton Cen-
ter site, trying to improve
some resurgent slow burn-
ing embers of racism in the
borough relative to the east
side which is an interest of
mine, moving forward with
Goose Creek flooding is-
sues … though we have no
overnight fixes, WG, WC,
PennDot and the state are
working on it. Some of the
pipes will need to be re-
placed with larger ones and
they will need to be cleaned
more often. The closing of
S. Church St. throughWCU
is coming up and will likely
cause local resident traffic
concerns. Frankly, these
resident concerns are gen-
erally unfounded based on
available data.”

Predictions
FROMPAGE 1

Tom Killion and co-spon-
sored by Dinniman, calls
for substantially increas-
ing penalties for those who
have multiple DUI convic-

tions and targeting offend-
ers who repeatedly drive
drunk with high Blood Al-
cohol Content levels in their
systems.
Senate Bill 773 is named

for Deana Eckman of the
Delaware Valley region
whowas tragically killed by
a repeat DUI offender ear-

lier this year. The man re-
sponsible for the DUI acci-
dent that took her life had
five previous DUIs on his re-
cord in the prior 10 years,
all with high rates of alco-
hol in his system. He was
sentenced to 25 and a half
to 50 years in state prison
last week.

DUI
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tends are improper over-
time payments to her live-
in boyfriend, who is amem-
ber of the sheriff’s staff and
supervisor of the office’s K-9
Unit.
The dispute over the con-

tested overtime payments
is expected to be heard by
a jury in April under the
supervision of Lancaster
County Senior Judge Joseph
Madenspacher, whowas ap-
pointed by the state to hear
the dispute between Welsh
and county Controller Mar-
garet Reif.
The trial over the control-

ler’s demand that Welsh re-
turn the overtime payments
made to Lt. Harry McKin-
ney is expected to last be-
tween one and two days.
In July, Reif filed a court

“surcharge” against Welsh
demanding that she repay

$67,335.25 in “exorbitant
overtime payments” made
to McKinney over a three-
year period. The unusual
filing, available under state
law to collect inappropriate
expenses by county elected
officials, alleged thatMcKin-
ney had routinely submitted
overtime requests for hours
he spent caring for the dogs
he owns at home that were
not permitted under county
policy and practice.
The requests were nor-

mally for about 10 hours
per week, but sometimes
as high as 23 hours for one
day, according to the con-
troller’s filing.
The claim also alleged

that McKinney had been
assigned a workplace clas-
sification that would allow
him to claim overtime, even
though he held the rank of
lieutenant, and as an office
supervisor was not techni-
cally eligible for overtime
payments.
Welsh has countered

that the payments were
completely proper and al-
lowed under federal law
for the care of K-9 officers.
McKinney took advantage
of a policy that was put in
place that allowed the time
he spent caring for the dogs
under his control to be com-
pensated by the county.
She also maintained that

McKinney’s title of lieuten-
ant was “honorary,” that
he was never officially pro-

moted that that rank, and
that his classification of
DS-1, or Deputy Sheriff-1,
is proper. McKinney and
Welsh have been romanti-
cally involved formore than
20 years and own a home
and a business together.
He has worked in the office
under her leadership since
2008.
According to the control-

ler’s action, beginning in
2016, McKinney was paid

several times more in over-
time that he had been in
previous years. He was paid
$20,014 in overtime in 2016,
$27,368 in 2017, and $19,951
in 2018. In 2015, hewas paid
$3,722 in overtime, accord-
ing to the filing. No other
K-9 handler was paid reg-
ular overtime for care of
their dog, in accordance
with a policy put in place in
2014 by former Chief Dep-
uty Sheriff George March
that determined such ac-
tivity was a part of a dep-
uty’s normal work day, the
filing contends.
Welsh, the longest serv-

ing elected official in the
county government, an-
nounced last year that
she would not seek a sixth
term as county sheriff af-
ter drawing fire from some
in the county for her robust
support of President Donald
Trump and other controver-
sies.
Her successor, Sher-

iff-elect Democrat Fredda

Maddox, has promised to
thoroughly review all of the
staffing situations in the of-
fice and makes changes
where necessary.
Reif, who was the first

Democrat elected control-
ler in the county’s history,
in 2018 began an investiga-
tion into the way in which
the Sheriff ’s Office raised
funds for a non-profit orga-
nization intended to sup-
port the K-9 Unit, and the
purposes for which those
funds were spent.
When auditors in her of-

fice raised questions about
the propriety of those ex-
penses, Reif turned their re-
port over to the county com-
missioners and the District
Attorney’s Office, which in
turn referred the matter to
the state Attorney General’s
Office. That agency’s review
appears to be ongoing.

To contact staff writer
Michael P. Rellahan call
610-696-1544.
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Chester County Sheriff
Carolyn “Bunny” Welsh

Chester County Controller
Margaret Reif

Mark Scolforo
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG >> A decision
this week by Dauphin
County to purchase new
paper-trail voting systems
means all 67 Pennsylvania
counties have taken ac-
tion under a state law that
helps fund the upgrades,
the Wolf administration
said Tuesday.
Officials called the vote

a milestone toward en-
suring the integrity of the

state’s future elections.
A new state law appro-

priated $90 million toward
replacement of the exist-
ing machines, but coun-
ties had to act by the end
of 2019 to be eligible for
certain federal aid and to
avoid potential litigation.
“Every machine will

have a paper trail for ev-
ery vote that’s taken in
2020, which was the gov-
ernor’s goal,” J.J. Abbott,
press secretary for Demo-
cratic Gov. Tom Wolf, said

Tuesday.
The Dauphin County

commissioners voted 2-1
on Monday in favor of a
resolution to purchase new
scanners and ballot mark-
ing devices.
That vote effectively re-

versed an earlier decision
against replacing the ex-
isting machines, based on
concerns the change was
not needed and could re-
sult in problems with new
machines, as occurred in
Northampton County in

November.
In Northampton, frus-

trated county officials
have indicated they have
no confidence in their new
machines and are trying to
determine what will hap-
pen going forward.
Dauphin County expects

to have a contract in place
in a few weeks for the com-
missioners to vote on.
A law Wolf signed in Oc-

tober authorized borrow-
ing up to $90 million to
pay up to 60% of counties’

costs for new machines
and related expenses. That
followed $14 million in fed-
eral and state funding that
was devoted to new ma-
chines’ purchase in 2018.
“We are going to work

with the counties as much
as necessary,” so machines
are ready for the April 28
primary, said Department
of State spokeswoman
Wanda Murren. “And of
course, the vendors offer a
lot of assistance and train-
ing as well.”

The Department of State
told counties in April 2018
it would not certify ma-
chines for use in elections
if they do not provide an
auditable paper trail and
meet security and accessi-
bility standards.
The Dauphin County de-

cision followed a vote last
week by Northumberland
County to spend nearly $1
million on 190 new ma-
chines for its 94 polling
stations, the Daily Item of
Sunbury reported.

PENNSYLVANIA

Final county OKs new paper-trail voting system

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON >> The acting
secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity is taking aim Tuesday at
new laws in New York, New

Jersey and other states that
allow immigrants to get driv-
er’s licenseswithoutproofthey
are in the U.S. legally, and re-
strictdatasharingwithfederal
authorities.

ChadWolf sent a memo to
all the components of Home-
land Security, which include
U.S. Customs andBorder Pro-
tection, the Coast Guard and
the Transportation Security

Administration, requesting a
department study on how the
laws affect its enforcement ef-
fortsforbothimmigrationand
other investigations into hu-
man trafficking, drug smug-

gling and counterterrorism.
New York’s law went into

effect earlier this month, and
migrants lined up to get doc-
uments. It was the 13th state
to authorize licenses for driv-

ers without legal immigra-
tion status, and most of the
other states also restrict data
sharing. New Jersey lawmak-
ers passed a similar bill inDe-
cember.
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U.S. seeks review of state DMV laws on immigration enforcement
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